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Summerfield School: Pioneer— 
Grafton Road, Madison County, Illinois 



G. Frank Long. 

School District No. 3, Township 6 N. Range 10 W. in Madi- 
son County, Illinois, originally comprised the two southern 
tiers of sections in what is now known as Godfrey. 

When Major George W. Long located on Section 33 in 1839, 
his farm, which he called Summerfield, was about the center 
of the district in either direction. He found a few of the 
settlers in the extreme western part maintaining a school 
^hen it was convenient in a log cabin, without floor and with 
blocks sawed from trees for desks and seats. Anybody, 
•settler or transient, who deemed himself capable of teaching 
reading and arithmetic, could put in his spare time as teacher 
and a collection would be taken up in the neighborhood to pay 
for such service. This cabin was on the farm of Mr. Moses 
B. Walker. Immediate steps were taken for local improve- 
ment. Major Long gave a beautiful black oak grove, one 
square acre in area, for the site and it retained the name of 
Ms farm, Summerfield. 

With Mr. D. A. Spaulding, Squire Harry Spaulding 
and Mr. Moses B. Walker, earlier residents of the district, 
Mr. Long contributed and the four paid the construction fund, 
;and a better school building was assured. 

The front half of the building shown by our photograph 
(about 18x22 feet) was considered sufficient and was com- 
pleted about 1844 or ^45. The dimension timbers were hewed 
from trees growing on the site, the rafters and weather-board- 
ing also ; they were whip-sawed ; the lath were split and the 
shingles shaved by Squire Spaulding and Mr. Walker. At this 
time Mr. D. A. Spaulding was employed as a United States 
surveyor at Washington, D. C, but his family resided in this 
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district. The building was erected by Mr. John Pattison of 
Godfrey, aided by a carpenter named Jackson, said to be a first 
cousin of General Andrew Jackson. The windows and doors 
were of up to date material. The first desks, pine, extended the 
full length of the room, two on either side of the entrance, with 
pine benches the same length. The space between the front 
desks from door to the back end of the room was occupied by 
the stove and the teacher. 

The first teacher, Mr. Foster, was well educated but out of 
place. He could not satisfy the patrons. The next teacher^ 
Miss Virginia Corbett of Jerseyville and Monticello Seminary^ 
taught two years satisfactorily and boarded with Mr. D. A. 
Spaulding^s family. Miss Lucy Larcom, the poet of Beverly, 
Massachusetts, came next, and she was very popular in the 
community. Her last term was in 1849. Then it was found 
that the building could not accommodate all children of 
school age, and immediate addition was made extending the 
room about twenty-two feet, and as it appears in our picture 
But the belfry and flag-staff were adopted years later. 

Miss Emeline Young, later Mrs. Johnson, writer and poli- 
tician of Cherry Vale, California, succeeded Miss Larcom;: 
then followed Professor Olds, who was a very belligerent in- 
dividual. Miss Sarah L. Colby, a prominent teacher from 
Hopkinton, New Hampshire, Miss Mary Meldrum, Miss Flora 
Copley, Miss Lucy Foote, all of Godfrey or Alton. Among 
the men teachers were Captain John Pettingill, Stephen 
Lowell and Henry Winters, all of Portland, Maine. Captain 
Samuel Clark (Civil War), New Hampshire, B. F. Webster, an 
Amherst graduate. Captain John Cook (Civil War), Ohio,. 
Mrs. Anna Brittain, superintendent Buffalo Schools, New 
York, and Miss Carolyn McCarthy, late principal of Washing- 
ton School, Granite City, Illinois, and who was undoubtedly 
the most successful of all of Summerfield^s teachers. 

The writer, who was carried to school by Miss Larcom when 
he was four years old, was under the instruction of all but the 
first two named until the Civil War, and subsequently was em- 
ployed as teacher in the old school about seven years, being* 
the first Normal student employed. 
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This grand old school district sent fifty patriotic young men 
to the Civil and Spanish wars, has sent its men and women 
into almost every state and territory of the United States and 
some foreign countries — ^professional and vocational represen- 
tatives. This building supplied the want of a church in the 
community. It represented the place of intense discussion — 
pro and anti-slavery, emancipation, Fifteenth Amendment, 
and the Illinois laws for the education of the colored race. 

It has furnished audiences to Lyman Trumbull, William B. 
Morrison, Hon. Joseph Gillespie and Judge Hal Baker, as 
well as a great many aspirants to our Legislature and candi- 
dates for State and county offices. 

The immediate region consists of a series of beautiful minia- 
ture parks, bordered on the south by the Mississippi bluffs 
and on three sides by ridges and rolling highlands. Each one 
of these parks includes numerous farms. Years ago it was 
known as the finest orchard region of Illinois.lt is now given 
chiefly to gardening and small fruits. It is a most delightful 
region. 

General and Mrs. John M. Palmer were the guests of the 
writer ^s family at their Grafton road home in 1892. General 
Palmer was thoroughly conversant with the hills and valleys 
over which in the omnipresent past he had participated in 
many a deer hunt. He deplored the disappearance of old 
forests and friends, and rejoiced that the old familiar school 
house was still in use. 

The Summerfield school house was in constant service from 
September 1, 1845, (or possibly the year before) until May 12, 
1912, when its door was closed for the end. 

The first patrons were early settlers and squatters, the 
latter often called the forerunners of civilization. In a very 
few years an intelligent and industrious American community 
developed and lasted until about 1866 when an immigrant 
movement from Europe substituted what had been. Today its 
population is largely of foreign patronage, the children of the 
pioneers having found new homes. We deemed this old build- 
ing historic and a fitting memorial to the pioneers who founded 
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it. We suggested a neighborhood library club hall for public 
meetings without avail. Every pupil who had attended the 
school wanted it saved, but the newcomers and transients did 
not ^^feel that sentiment about it ;"'4tis a disgrace to the new, 
modern structure which will take its place." And so it was 
sold at auction for $25.00, torn down and removed to be con- 
structed into a corn crib— a species of vandalism and an evi- 
dence of public indifference. This is all we can say of it. 
Historic value is not measured in dollars and cents, and it is 
a loss to the old neighborhood and to the many men and women 
who as boys and girls had studied under its roof. 

We have no record of Mr. Moses B. Walker's settlement 
on Grafton road, but it was probably the first in the vicinity. 

D. A. Spaulding, native of Vermont; United States sur- 
veyor ; located in Madison County, 1818. 

Harry Spaulding, brother of above, with his parents, jus- 
tice of the peace ; located on an adjoining farm. 

Major George W. Long, native of Hopkinton, New Hamp- 
shire; son of Moses Long, one of General Washington's sol- 
diers in the Revolution ; graduated at West Point ; located im 
Madison County, 1829 ; Grafton road, 1839. 

The above are the original builders and founders of Sum- 
merfield school, which became public school property by deed. 
Dr. Benjamin F. Long, the father of the writer of this article, 
brother of G. W. Long, located in Madison County, 1831 ; grad- 
uate of Dartmouth Medical College ; moved to Grafton Boad 
soon after his brother. He became eminent in State horticul- 
ture ; was a founder and first president of Illinois Fire Insur- 
ance Company, which place he filled twenty-five years. He also 
practiced medicine in Upper Alton until 1846. 

Chas. HoAvard; nativity, Virginia; one of Alton's first may- 
ors , was an early settler on Grafton road. 

Colonel S. H. Long, United States Infantry engineer, for 
whom Long's Peak was named, attended the school. 

Deacon Enoch Long, Lovejoy defender, and Ed. Treble 
Long, all brothers of G. W. Long, were early settlers at Upper 
Alton, Illinois. 



